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1 ¢ƘŜ L.a ϧ ƛǘǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
The international Bearded Vulture monitoring (IBM) is an expanding international network to 
coordinate the monitoring activities for European Bearded Vulture populations, to unify and 
manage data collections in a shared database (IBM-database) and to discuss conservation 
strategies and priorities for this species on an international level.  

In 2019 the IBM comprised 17 IBM-partners and 3 associated organisations. The lead partner 
was the Vulture Conservation Foundation (VCF) and the IBM-database was managed by Mirco 
Lauper, while additional administrative work was carried out by Franziska Lörcher and José 
Tavares.  These costs, as well as the costs for rings, database hosting, database upgrade etc. 
were covered by a budget of 45Ωллл 9ǳǊƻǎ. The budget was financed by the fee of each IBM-
partner and additional funds from MAVA, which for the third consecutive year allowed to 
ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŦŜŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ оΩллл 9ǳǊƻǎ ǘƻ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ мΩслл 9ǳǊƻ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ 
which are releasing birds and 800 Euros for the other partners.  

In order to inform the IBM-partners about important news, the latest observations and the 
development of the Bearded Vulture reproduction in the wild, 8 short reports IBM Update & 
Reminder were sent out in 2019. During the steering committee meetings by phone in April 
and September 2019, as well as a physical SC-meeting in Canillo (Andorra) in November 2019, 
important topics were discussed, and major decisions were taken jointly.  
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2 {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ 
 
22 juvenile Bearded Vultures could be released in France (2 Corsica, 4 in the Pre-Alps (Vercors 
and Baronnies), 5 in the Massif Central) and Spain (2 in Maestrazgo, 9 in the Sierra de Cazorla, 
Andalusia), thanks to a high breeding success in the captive breeding programme (EEP) in 
2019. All 22 released birds have been individually marked with country-specific rings, 
bleached feathers and GPS-tags in order to follow their life history and spatial behaviour. 
Additionally, it was possible to mark 5 wild-hatched juveniles in France (Altitude, Aravis2019, 
Emparis, Pierro, Sixt Buet) and another 2 juveniles in Andalusia, Spain (Jovan, Hans) with rings 
and solar powered GPS/GSM tags. As the proportion of wild-hatched Bearded Vultures in the 
Alpine population is increasing, the IBM-network intensifies the effort to mark wild birds and 
thus get insight into their spatial behaviour and survival rates. In 2019, GPS-data from 10 wild-
hatched and 45 released Bearded Vultures was collected in the WildlifeMonitor. 
 
In the Alpine range, a new record number of 39 wild hatchlings fledged in 2019 (14 FRA, 12 
CHE, 10 ITA, 3 AUT). This results in an overall productivity of 72%, with 58 occupied territories 
and 50 clutches. As in the previous year, the productivity was the highest in the north-western 
Alps (76%), followed by the central Alps (70%) and was lower in the south-western and 
eastern Alps (67%). For 7 out of 50 breeding territories it was the first successful reproduction 
and for Lechtal (AUT) it was the first and at the same time northernmost reported breeding 
attempt in the Alps in the reintroduction project. In 43 out of 50 nests with breeding activity 
a hatchling was reported, resulting in a 78% breeding success, which is considerably higher 
than in 2018 (66%). 
 
On Corsica, no successful breeding has been reported from 5 occupied territories, even 
though breeding was reported in 4 of them with a failure after the hatch in Asco (FRA). 
In the Massif Central, nesting behaviour from two released male birds (Layrou and Adonis) 
has been observed for the second consecutive year. It still remains the first occupied territory 
in this area. 
 
Observation data ƻŦ мΩутр .ŜŀǊŘŜŘ ±ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ has been reported from 6 countries 
(AUT, CHE, ESP, FRA, ITA, LIE). In 37% of the cases the observed birds could be identified, 
resulting in the visual identification of 44 released and 9 wild-hatched individuals (31 males 
and 17 females). Together with individual based information from the reproduction 
monitoring and the International Observation Days (IOD) a total of 160 individuals were 
identified on individual level (Alps = 118, Pyrenees = 11, Corsica = 14, Spain = 17). Another 
мΩслм ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ from ornitho.ch were imported into the IBM database. Currently this 
interface is implemented, that data from other European ornitho databases can be included. 
 
The Bearded Vulture populations were estimated to vary between 256-344 individuals in the 
Alps, 4-5 in the Massif Central, 5-7 in Aude, 32-40 in Spain (without Pyrenees), 0 in Bulgaria 
and 6-11 in Morocco. These estimates are bŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ мΩлпс ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ 
at 696 sites in 7 countries (AUT, BRG, CHE, FRA, GER, ITA, MAR) during the IOD on the 
12.10.19. 
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Dropouts of 4 released and 5 wild-hatched birds have been reported in France (4), Spain (3), 
Italy (1) and Switzerland (1). In at least three cases, anthropogenic factors were responsible 
for the cause of death (powerlines, shooting). Higher mortality in the first few years is a well-
known phenomenon and in 7 out of 9 cases the birds were in their first (5) or second (2) 
calendar year. Moreover, due to close monitoring, especially such cases are detected in time 
and are therefore documented. Thanks to this close monitoring and the fast reaction of the 
local team in Spain the weakened juvenile bird Verdi (BG1028) could be caught in time. 
However, damages to the feathers and continued signs of weakness lead to the decision to 
keep it in captivity and not release it again.  
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3 YŜȅ ŦŀŎǘǎ 
22 releases in Europe  

 France: 11 Bearded Vultures released 
-  2 birds on Corsica, 2 in Baronnies, 2 in Vercors and 5 in Grands Causses 

 Spain: 11 Bearded Vultures released 
-  2 birds in Maestrazgo and 9 in Parque Natural de Cazorla 

Reproduction 
 Alpine range: 58 occupied territories, 50 clutches, 39 fledglings  

-  Productivity varied between 76% (NW-Alps) and 67% (Central and eastern Alps)  

 Massif Central: first territory occupied by two male nesting birds since 2018 (Layrou & 
Adonis) 

 Corsica: 5 occupied territories, 4 clutches, 1 dead hatchling (Asco), 2 egg extractions in 
Bonifatu territory (both eggs were extracted and chicks hatched (one male, one female) 

Monitoring and the IBM-database 
 мΩ875 observations from 6 countries  

-  37% of the observed birds could be identified on individual level 
-  53 individuals (31 males and 17 females) could be identified (9 of them are wild-

hatched birds) 

 1Ω601 ornitho.ch observations were imported to the IBM-database in 2019 (15Ω771 since 
1991) 

 160 individuals with known origin in the Alps (N=118), the Massif Central & French 
Pyrenees (N=11), Corsica (N=14) and Spain (N=17) were identified on individual level 

 IOD 2019: мΩлпс observers occupied 696 sites and reported 832 Bearded Vulture 
observations during the International Bearded Vulture Observation Days 

 Population size estimates based on IOD 2019 data: 256-344 individuals in the Alpine 
range, 4-5 in the Massif Central (FRA), 5-7 in Aude (Pyrenees FRA), 32-40 in Spain (without 
Pyrenees), 0 in Bulgaria and 6-11 in Morocco. 

Markings & telemetry 
 All 22 released birds have been marked with a solar powered GPS-tag 

 7 wild hatchlings were ringed and equipped with GPS-tag: Altitude (FRA), Aravis2019 
(FRA), Emparis (FRA), Pierro (FRA), Sixt Buet (FRA), Jovan (ESP) and Hans (ESP). 

 GPS data of 45 released and 10 wild-hatched birds was stored in the WildlifeMonitor  

9 Dropouts 
 8 mortalities: 4 released birds (Buisson, Europe & Monna in FRA; Siles in ESP) and 4 wild-

hatched birds (GT061 (ITA), Tantermozza (CHE), Bonifatu2018 (FRA), Gea (ESP)) 

 1 recapture: Verdi (BG1028) was recaptured and could not be released again   
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4 L.aπǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ  
The IBM-standards should serve as guidelines for the definitions used for public 
communications and statistics within the international network of the IBM. Below you find a 
short overview over the most important definitions, that are based on previous work by 
Richard Zink in 2009 (Table 1). 

4.1 Age class 

Table 1: Calendar years (cy) should be used as IBM-standard for age classification. This table should 
serve as a general standard for the age determination of unknown and known birds recorded in the 
IBM-ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΦ DǊŜȅ ǎƘŀŘŜŘ Ґ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ōƛǊŘǎ όǎŜŜ άŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ǇŀƛǊǎέ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ 

Entry in the IBM 
(life stage) 

Calendar year (cy) 
Real age (years) 

Jan-Feb | Mar-Dec 
Life history event 

juvenile (1. cy) 1 - 0 hatch 
immature (2. cy) 2 0 1 non-territorial 
immature (3. cy) 3 1 2 non-territorial 
subadult (4. cy) 4 2 3 non-territorial 
subadult (5. / 6. cy) 5 3 4 potential nesting 

ŀŘǳƭǘ όҗ сΦ cy) 6 4 5 potential breeding 

ŀŘǳƭǘ όҗ сΦ cy) җт 5 җс potential breeding 

 

4.2 Dropout versus breeding failures 

Dropouts include all incidents where individuals have been removed from the population 
(mortality, recapture). This also applies to birds that could be rereleased after the recapture. 
A recapture is in any case the last solution, which is why it must be assumed that these birds 
would not have survived without human intervention and would have died under natural 
conditions.  
 
However, if a hatchling dies at less than 80 days of age, this loss is referred to as breeding 
failure and it is therefore not included in the dropout statistics. 
 

Age < 80 days > 80 days Type 

hatch  mortality  / recapture   breeding failure 

hatch    mortality , recapture  dropout 
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4.3 Reproduction1 

 
Table 2: IBM-standards for reproduction statistics based on previous work by R. Zink (2009). 

Potential territory Area occupied by at least 2 birds showing territorial behaviour  
 all territories entered in the IBM-database 

 

Territorial pair2 Pair2 occupying a territory with at least one nest 
 territories with nest or egg-lay date entered in the IBM-database  

 

Checked pair2 Pair2 monitored during the breeding season 
 territories with nest or egg-lay date entered in the IBM-database 
 age classification: subadult (5. / 6. cy) or adult όҗ сΦ Ŏȅύ 

 
Breeding pair2 Cases of verified egg-laying 

 date of egg-laying entered in the IBM-database 
 

Breeding success 

 
 

  

Productivity ὪὰὩὨὫὰὭὲὫί

ὧὬὩὧὯὩὨ ὴὥὭὶί
 

 

  

 
 
 
1 Based on: Monitoring guide (Protocol) Draft Version 0.2 (2009) by Richard Zink 

2 Definition of a pair: At least two birds occupying a territory with at least one nest or confirmed fledge  



International Bearded Vulture Monitoring - IBM Annual Report 2019 

  

  Page 12 | 40 
 

5 wŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ 
In 2019, a total of 22 Bearded Vultures that have been reared in six different zoos and captive 
breeding centres of the EEP (European Endangered Species Programme) were released in the 
western Pre-Alps, in the Massif Central, on Corsica as well as in two projects in Spain. The 
possibility to reintroduce such an extraordinary high number of juveniles is the result of very 
successful captive breeding in 2019. 
 
Four birds were released in the Baronnies (FRA) and Vercors (FRA) in the Pre-Alps. Another 
five juveniles were released in the Massif Central (FRA). The release of nine juveniles in the 
French Pre-Alps (two birds in Baronnies and two in Vercors) and the Massif Central (five birds) 
as well as the release of two juveniles in Maestrazgo (ESP) is part of a long-term goal to restore 
the genetic exchange between the three separated Bearded Vulture populations of the Alps, 
the Pyrenees and Andalusia. The connection of these populations is still non-existent, since 
the extinction of the Alpine (around 1900) and Andalusian (1980) Bearded Vulture population 
and is vital to re-establish the European meta-population. In order to enforce the local 
reintroduced population in Andalusia, nine juveniles have been released in this region in 
2019. 
 
The release of two juveniles on Corsica (FRA) is one of the actions taken in order to address 
the dramatic decrease of the population and secure the survival of this unique genetic pool. 
The Bearded Vulture population of Corsica is one of the last surviving genetic pools of the 
former meta-population and has been declining during the last 25 years to currently only five 
territorial pairs.  
 
All 22 released birds took off for their first flight (Table 3). The average age at the first flight 
was 122 days with a minimum of 106 (Vainilla, BG1029) and a maximum of 136 days (Boira, 
BG1040). 
 

5.1 Pilot project in Maestrazgo (ESP) 

Since 2018 captive bred Bearded Vultures are reintroduced in the Maestrazgo region. 
Furthermore, in the Maestrazgo region a unique pilot experiment is been tested: The aim is 
to evaluate the behaviour of non-breeding adults or floaters form the Pyrenees (where the 
population has grown and the number of non-breeders is significant) that are translocated to 
the release site in Tinença de Benifassà Natural Park. This experiment will take place from 
2019 until 2023, with the aim of translocating 20 adult birds that are clearly identified as non-
breeders in the Pyrenees. Since 2018 three adult floaters (2018: Otal, Esera; 2019: Gabas) 
were translocated, and only one bird (Otal) stayed in the area, while Esera and Gabas flew 
back to the area where they were captured in the Pyrenees. To prevent the birds from flying 
back directly after the hard-release, the discussion is ongoing to acclimatice them in aviaries 
in the future. The Vulture Conservation Foundation stresses that this is very much an 
experiment that will regularly be evaluated to ensure this action is not having a negative 
impact on the population in the Pyrenees.  
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5.2 Release sites 2019 

 
Figure 1: 22 Bearded Vultures were released at six sites in Spain and France (mainland and Corsica). 
The releases of nine birds in the pre-Alps (Baronnies and Vercors) and the Massif Central are part of 
the long-term project GypConnect with the aim to re-establish genetic exchange between the Alpine 
and Pyrenean population. With a similar objective, two birds were release in Maestrazgo (ESP), an 
ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ άǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ-ǎǘƻƴŜέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ tȅǊŜƴŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘŀƭǳǎƛŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 
release of two juveniles on Corsica (FRA) is one of the actions taken in order to address the dramatic 
decrease of the local population and secure the survival of this unique genetic pool. 

 
Table 3: Details about 22 Bearded Vultures that have been released within the IBM monitoring area 
and Andalusia. The release site of the Maestrazgo project is called Tinença de Benifassà. Birds that 
died or had to be recaptured in 2019 are written with grey letters (more information see Table 16). 

Baronnies, LŞoux Valley  BG1027 Carmen f 21/02 23/ 06 122 Ostrava Zoo 25/05

Baronnies, LŞoux Valley  BG1031 Pamela f 25/02 22/ 06 117 Green Balkans 25/05

Corsica, Niolo Valley  BG1041 Orba f 13/03 22/ 07 131 Nuremberg 10/06

Corsica, Niolo Valley  BG1042 Cintu m 14/03 29/ 06 107 RFZ Haringsee 10/06

Grands Causses,FrŞpestel  BG1014 Europe m 29/01 03/ 06 125 CC Guadalentin 06/05

Grands Causses,FrŞpestel  BG1015 Lausa f 04/02 08/ 06 124 CC Guadalentin 06/05

Grands Causses,FrŞpestel  BG1017 Monna f 08/02 09/ 06 121 CF Vallcallent 06/05

Grands Causses,FrŞpestel  BG1030 Buisson m 24/02 02/ 07 128 RFZ Haringsee 03/06

Grands Causses,FrŞpestel  BG1032 CŞvennes m 27/02 02/ 07 125 CC Guadalentin 03/06

PNR Vercors, Trechenu-Creyers  BG1022 Mistral m 14/02 24/ 06 130 RFZ Haringsee 18/05

PNR Vercors, Trechenu-Creyers  BG1026 Elvio m 20/02 27/ 06 127 CC GuadalentƝn 18/05

Tinenœa de BenifassŁ BG1033 Bassi m 01/03 23/ 06 114 CF Vallcalent 06/06

Tinenœa de BenifassŁ BG1040 Boira f 09/03 23/ 07 136 CC GuadalentƝn 06/06

PN Castril, Granada  BG1028 Verdi m 21/02 20/ 06 119 CF Vallcalent 23/05

PN Castril, Granada  BG1029 Vainilla f 22/02 08/ 06 106 CC GuadalentƝn 23/05

PN Cazorla, GuadalentƝn  BG1018 Kika f 08/02 20/ 06 132 RFZ Haringsee 08/05

PN Cazorla, GuadalentƝn  BG1023 Tramaya f 16/02 11/ 06 115 CC GuadalentƝn 24/05

PN Cazorla, GuadalentƝn  BG1025 Trashumancia f 18/02 20/ 06 122 Breeding Centre Goldau 24/05

PN Carzola, GuadalentƝn  BG1036 Huesitos f 07/03 11/ 07 126 CC GuadalentƝn 10/06

PN Cazorla, GuadalentƝn  BG1037 Siles f 07/03 15/ 07 130 Chomutov 10/06

PN Cazorla, GuadalentƝn  BG1047 Arroyo FrƝo m 25/03 20/ 07 117 CC GuadalentƝn 27/06

PN Cazorla, GuadalentƝn  BG1049 Stelvio 50 m 27/03 13/ 07 108 CC GuadalentƝn 27/06

Ǆ122 [106-136]

Date releaseSex Hatch Fledge Age at first flight Place hatch

ES
P

FR
A

Place release BirdID Name
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6 wŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ 
6.1 Breeding season 2018/2019 

During the breeding season 2018/2019 the IBM partners reported 60 territorial pairs and 4 
trios that showed breeding or nesting behaviour. Three of these territories were occupied for 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ нлмфΥ ǘǿƻ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ ό±ŀƭ ŘΩ9ƴǘǊŀǳƴǎΣ tǊŀ ŘŜ tƛǎύ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘ 
(Tinizong). Furthermore, in 12 of the occupied territories no clutch had been reported in 
previous years (Figure 2).  
 
In the Alpine range 50 of 58 breeding units produced a clutch with a total of 43 birds hatching 
in these nests (86% hatch rate). Finally, 39 young Bearded Vultures fledged by the end of the 
summer: 14 in France, 12 in Switzerland, 10 in Italy and 3 in Austria. This is a new record 
number of wild fledglings for the Alps and nine fledglings more than in the previous year 
(Figure 3). Furthermore, it was the first breeding attempt for six of the 38 successful breeding 
territories and the successful reproduction in Lechtal (AUT) is the northernmost reproduction 
since the repopulation of the Alps with the first successful breeding in 1997.  
 
On Corsica, breeding was reported in four out of five territories. Nevertheless, as the only 
hatchling died, no chick fledged in the wild in 2019 (Figure 2). As reproduction success was 
very low in previous years, it has been decided to preserve the unique genetic information in 
the captive breeding program. Therefore, both Bearded Vulture eggs were extracted from 
one nest and the chicks were raised in the EEP.  
 
In the Massif Central, the two released male birds (Adonis 2014 & Layrou 2013) are showing 
territorial behaviour (nesting and copulation) since 2018. Even though, this couple will not be 
able to reproduce in this constellation it is a first sign for settling territorial birds in the region. 
 
Similar as in previous years, the reproduction success (and productivity) varies considerably 
among regions with only two fledglings in the eastern (67%), four in the south-western (67%), 
14 in the central (70%) and 18 in the north-western Alps (78%). The overall breeding success 
of 78%, however, was higher than in the last four years and considerably higher than in 2018 
(66% breeding success). Furthermore, there was a considerable increase (+11%) of the overall 
productivity from 62% in 2018 to 73% in 2019 (Figure 4). This is the highest productivity 
measured since 2000 where only four pairs where actually breeding in the Alps. While 
breeding success describes the ratio between fledglings and clutches, productivity, defined 
as the ratio of fledglings over checked breeding pairs or trios, also takes into account 
territories occupied by mature birds that are not breeding. Therefore, productivity might be 
very low in a struggling population, despite high breeding success, and is thus a more accurate 
measure for reproductive success.  
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Figure 2: Reproduction status in 64 occupied territories in the Alpine range, Corsica and the Massif 
Central. A new breeding record of 39 fledglings was reported from the Alpine range, while there was 
ƴƻ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻƴ /ƻǊǎƛŎŀ ƛƴ нлмфΦ ! ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά[ŜŎƘǘŀƭέ territory (AUT) is the 
most northern reproduction since the reintroduction of the Bearded Vulture in the Alps. In the Massif 
Central, the two released male birds, Layrou and Adonis, are occupying a territory (Jonte amont) for 
the second year. Territories where no clutch has been observed in  previous years (mostly new 
established territories with young territorial birds) are marked with an orange outline. The rectangles 
represent the 4 monitoring zones: south-western Alps, north-western Alps, central Alps and eastern 
Alps, from left to right. 

 

Figure 3. Fledglings per year and Alpine region, since the first reproduction in 1997.  
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Table 4: Breeding statistics for the season 2018/2019. See Table 2 for further details about the IBM-
standards for breeding statistics. 

Zone Potential territories Territorial pairs Checked pairs Breeding pairs Hatches Fledglings Failures Breeding success Productivity

2019 58 54 54 50 43 39 11 78% 72%

East 3 3 3 3 2 2 1 67% 67%

Central 23 20 20 19 15 14 5 74% 70%

North-West 26 25 25 22 21 19 3 86% 76%

South-West 6 6 6 6 5 4 2 67% 67%

2018 53 48 47 44 33 29 15 66% 62%

East 3 3 3 3 3 2 1 67% 67%

Central 22 19 19 19 13 13 6 68% 68%

North-West 23 21 20 17 14 11 6 65% 55%

South-West 5 5 5 5 3 3 2 60% 60%

2017 52 46 46 42 32 31 11 74% 67%

East 3 3 3 3 1 1 2 33% 33%

Central 21 19 19 18 15 14 4 78% 74%

North-West 22 19 19 17 13 13 4 76% 68%

South-West 6 5 5 4 3 3 1 75% 60%

2019 5 4 4 4 1 0 4 0% 0%

2018 5 5 5 2 2 1 1 50% 20%

2019 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0% 0%

2018 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0% 0%
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Figure 4: Productivity and breeding success vary within the different alpine zones with the highest 
productivity and breeding success in the north-western Alpine. Note that sample size (breeding 
territories) N varies considerably among regions. See Table 2 for further details about the IBM-
standards for breeding statistics. 
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Table 5: Reproduction in the eastern and central Alpine range. Territories with no clutch in previous years are marked with an asterisk (*). 

Territory Nest Parent 1 Parent 2 Parent 3 Clutch Hatch Fledge Failure Chick First  clutch First fledge Total clutches Total fledglings

Alps total 58 53 58 58 4 50 43 39 11 43 1996 1997 400 273

Eastern Alps 3 3 3 3 0 3 2 2 1 2 2001 2010 32 13

Gastein/ Rauris known Andreas Hofer Alexa - 10/ 01 (ҕ10) 10/ 03 (ҕ10) 25/ 07 - Kruml6 (W291) 2003 2010 17 6

Katschberg known Hubertus 2 Romaris - 16/ 01 (ҕ3) 14/ 03 (ҕ3) 15/ 07 - Katschberg2019 (W295) 2010 2012 10 7

PrŅgraten known adult adult - 01/ 03 (ҕ10) - - 14/05 - 2018 - 2 0

Central Alps 23 20 23 23 0 19 15 14 5 15 1998 1998 162 118

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 2019 2019 1 1

Lechtal * known adult adult - 18/ 01 (ҕ20) 19/ 03 (ҕ20) 17/07 (ҕ1) - Lechtal2019 (W324) 2019 2019 1 1

14 13 14 14 0 12 8 8 4 8 2007 2007 83 60

Albula known Tantermozza Diana-Stelvio - 24/ 12 (ҕ1) 20/ 02 (ҕ1) 06/06 (ҕ1) - Albula2019 (W281) 2008 2008 12 9

BergǸn known wild-hatched (җ6.cy) wild-hatched (җ6.cy) - 05/ 03 (ҕ6) - - 20/04 - 2016 2016 4 3

Buffalora known Ingenius Retia - 10/ 01 (ҕ8) 05/ 03 (ҕ8) 27/06 (ҕ10) - Buffalora2019 (W304) 2017 2017 3 2

Foraz known wild-hatched (җ6.cy) GT031 - 15/ 01 (ҕ7) 01/ 03 (ҕ10) 22/06 (ҕ7) - Foraz2019 (W311) 2012 2014 8 6

Maloja - Rurese Folio - - - - - - 2015 2016 4 1

Ofenpass known Livigno Ortler - 19/ 01 (ҕ5) 10/ 03 (ҕ5) 02/07 (ҕ8) - Ofenpass2019 (W305) 2007 2007 10 9

Ova Spin known wild-hatched (җ6.cy) wild-hatched (җ6.cy) - 01/ 01 (ҕ3) 24/ 02 (ҕ3) 15/ 06 - Ova Spin2019 (W283) 2015 2018 4 2

Pontresina * known adult adult - 01/ 02 (ҕ20) 25/ 03 (ҕ20) 25/07 (ҕ15) - Pontresina2019 (W322) - - - -

Poschiavo known GT057 GT038 - 13/ 01 (ҕ1) 08/ 03 (ҕ2) 02/07 (ҕ8) - Poschiavo2019 (W308) 2013 2013 7 7

Sinestra known Samuel Moische-Livigno - 15/ 01 (ҕ10) - - 03/ 03 (ҕ30) - 2012 2013 8 6

Spǀl known adult adult - 10/ 02 (ҕ4) - - 20/ 03 (ҕ6) - 2014 2014 6 4

Tantermozza known Zebru adult - 05/ 01 (ҕ9) - - 10/ 03 (ҕ15) - 2007 2007 13 9

Tinizong * known adult adult - - - - - - - - - -

Trupchun known adult adult - 10/ 02 (ҕ8) 20/ 03 (ҕ5) 08/07 (ҕ10) - Trupchun2019 (W306) 2017 2019 3 1

8 6 8 8 0 6 6 5 1 6 1998 1998 78 57

Livigno known Cic Moische - 24/01 19/ 03 12/ 07 - Livigno2019 (W298) 1999 2000 21 17

Ortler known adult Jo - 23/01 18/ 03 08/ 07 - Stelvio2019 (W296) 2016 2017 4 2

Planeil - Blick adult - - - - - - 2013 - 5 0

Schnals known subadult (5./ 6.cy) adult - 17/ 01 (ҕ1) 13/ 03 (ҕ1) 04/ 07 - Schnals2019 (W293) 2013 2018 3 2

Sondalo * - adult adult - - - - - - - - - -

Val Martello known adult Temperatio - 18/ 01 (ҕ1) 13/ 03 (ҕ1) 15/06 (ҕ1) - Martello2019 (W294) 2015 2015 5 5

Valle del Braulio known Tell Stift - 10/ 12 (ҕ1) 02/ 02 (ҕ1) - 26/ 02 (ҕ16) Braulio2019 (W286) 1998 1998 22 15

Zebru known Heinz-Serraglio Felice - 23/ 12 (ҕ3) 15/ 02 (ҕ3) 17/06 (ҕ1) - Zebru2019 (W287) 2002 2002 17 15

AUT

CHE

ITA

AUT
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Table 6: Reproduction in the north- and south-western Alpine range. Territories with no clutch in previous years are marked with an asterisk (*). 
Territory Nest Parent 1 Parent 2 Parent 3 Clutch Hatch Fledge Failure Chick First  clutch First fledge Total clutches Total fledglings

NW Alps 26 24 26 26 3 22 21 19 3 21 1996 1997 178 123

8 6 8 8 1 6 6 4 2 6 2007 2007 32 23

Bagnes known adult adult - 15/ 01 (ҕ30) 15/ 03 (ҕ30) - 03/06 Bagnes2019 (W315) 2016 2016 3 2

Coude du Rhƾne * known adult adult - 01/ 02 (ҕ30) 01/ 04 (ҕ30) 02/ 09 - Norbert (W318) - - - -

Derborence_down - Swaro Gilbert - 15/ 01 (ҕ30) 15/ 03 (ҕ30) 13/07 (ҕ30) - Derborence_down2019 (W326) 2012 2012 8 7

Derborence_VŞrouet - Pablo Guillaumes Gildo - - - - - 2007 2007 9 6

Leukerbad known adult wild-hatched (җ6.cy) - - - - - - 2012 2015 4 2

Saas * known subad /  adult (?) subad /  adult (?) - 18/ 02 (ҕ30) 18/ 04 (ҕ30) 01/07 (ҕ1) - Saas2019 (W317) - - - -

Sionne * known subad /  adult (?) adult - 20/ 01 (ҕ30) 22/ 03 (ҕ30) 17/07 (ҕ2) - Tseuzier (W320) - - - -

Zermatt known Smaragd adult - 01/ 01 (ҕ20) 01/ 03 (ҕ20) - 30/05 Zermatt2019 (W323) 2016 2016 4 3

12 12 12 12 1 11 10 10 1 10 1996 1997 120 80

Andagne known Nonno Bob adult - 30/ 01 (ҕ7) 22/ 03 (ҕ7 19/ 07 - DŞsirŞ (W325) 2011 2014 6 2

Aravis known wild-hatched (җ6.cy) wild-hatched (җ6.cy) - 30/ 12 (ҕ3) 19/ 02 (ҕ3) 27/06 (ҕ1) - Aravis2019 (W280) 2006 2009 14 8

Bargy known wild-hatched (җ6.cy) wild-hatched (җ6.cy) adult 28/ 01 (ҕ5) 23/ 03 (ҕ3) 25/ 07 - Pierro (W301) 1996 1997 23 18

Bargy BIS known wild-hatched (җ6.cy) adult - 23/ 01 (ҕ1) 19/ 03 (ҕ2) 06/07 (ҕ3) - Flysch (W297) 2016 2017 4 3

Bourg-Saint-Maurice known adult adult - 31/12 03/ 03 (ҕ3) 27/ 06 - DŞdŞ (W312) 2016 2017 4 3

Passy * known adult adult - - - - - - - - - -

Peisey-Nancroix known adult adult - 04/ 01 (ҕ1) 08/ 03 12/ 07 - Altitude (W313) 2005 2005 15 12

Pra de pis * known adult adult - 23/01 - - 26/02 - 2018 - - -

Pralognan known adult adult - 26/ 01 (ҕ3) 22/ 03 17/ 07 - Arvi (W316) 2018 2018 2 2

Sixt Fiz known adult adult - 14/ 01 (ҕ2) 09/ 03 (ҕ2) 08/07 (ҕ1) - Sixt Buet (W285) 2007 2009 13 8

Termignon known adult adult - 24/12 17/ 02 21/ 06 - Pelua (W310) 2002 2002 18 13

Val dIsŝre known adult adult - 21/01 12/ 03 (ҕ6) 06/ 07 - Ayla (W314) 1999 2002 20 11

6 6 6 6 1 5 5 5 0 5 2010 2012 26 20

Bionaz * known adult adult - - - - - - - - - -

Chamoussiŝre known Michegabri adult - 24/02 20/ 03 22/ 07 - Chamoussiŝre2019 (W300) 2011 2012 9 7

Usseglio * known adult subadult (5./ 6.cy) - 15/ 02 (ҕ1) 13/ 04 (ҕ1) 18/ 08 - Belavri (W288) - - - -

Val di Rhemes known adult adult adult 30/01 08/ 04 (ҕ2) 05/07 (ҕ3) - Rhemes2019 (W307) 2010 2012 9 7

Valdigne known adult adult - 02/ 01 (ҕ5) 28/ 02 (ҕ5) 30/06 (ҕ4) - Valdigne2019 (W321) 2010 2019 2 1

Valnontey known adult adult - 29/12 23/ 02 (ҕ1) 16/06 (ҕ1) - Valnontey2019 (W282) 2015 2015 5 4

SW Alps 6 6 6 6 1 6 5 4 2 5 2008 2008 27 18

Bonette known adult Bellemotte - 10/ 01 (ҕ2) 04/ 03 (ҕ1) 04/07 (ҕ1) - Salso (W289) 2017 2017 3 3

Chambeyron-Ubayette known Stephan Cuneobirding - 28/ 02 (ҕ4) - - 20/ 04 (ҕ4) - 2016 - 4 0

Malaval known Basalte adult adult 10/ 01 (ҕ1) 06/ 03 (ҕ1) 01/ 07 - Emparis (W284) 2018 2018 2 2

Source de la TinŞe known Rocca Girasole - 15/ 01 (ҕ8) 19/ 03 (ҕ1) 21/ 07 - Gypse (W299) 2013 2015 6 5

Source de lUbaye known Sereno GT036 - 15/ 01 (ҕ7) 11/ 03 (ҕ7) 07/07 (ҕ3) - AltaƠr (W292) 2008 2008 10 8

Val dEntraunes * known Tenao (5./ 6.cy) adult - 12/03 06/ 05 - 27/05 Entraunes2019 (W309) - - - -

CHE

FRA

ITA

FRA

 

Table 7: Reproduction in Corsica and the Massif Central. The IBM does not include reproduction data for Corsica before 2018. For the first time a Bearded Vulture 
territory was reported from the Massif Central. However, both territorial birds are males. Territories with no clutch in previous years are marked with an asterisk (*).  
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7 hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ  
7.1 IBM-network & -monitoring area 

Bearded Vulture observations are collected within the area of the International Bearded 
Vulture Monitoring (IBM) network. Regional coordinators from national parks, regional 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǇŀǊƪǎ ƻǊ bDhΩǎ (Table 8) are responsible for a certain area (20 areas in 2019, see Figure 
5), where the professionals  collect and validate reported Bearded Vulture observations that 
are later stored in the IBM-database. 
 
In 2019, two new organisations became partner of the IBM-network: The Landesbund für 
Vogelschutz (LBV, Nr. 40) is the first partner organisation in Germany and the second 
organisation with main focus on the eastern Alpine range. This is an important step in order 
to intensify the monitoring effort in the eastern regions of the Alps and opens the possibility 
for an additional release site in the eastern Alpine region. The Junta de Andalusia (Nr. 41), 
with its own Bearded Vulture breeding station, has already contributed many birds for release 
within the IBM network. It has therefore been decided to intensify the good collaboration 
and to expand the IBM-network in the very south of Spain. 
 

 
Figure 5: 20 Areas of responsibility that form the International Bearded Vulture Monitoring Network. 
The Junta de Andalucía (41) and the Landesbund für Vogelschutz - LBV (40) both became IBM-partners 
in 2019.  












































