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First records in Italy of the red-listed shore bug Salda henschii (Reuter, 1891) 

(Hemiptera: Heteroptera: Saldidae)
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Salda henschii (Reuter, 1891) is a boreo-montane species of Saldidae (Hemiptera: Heteroptera) restricted to mountain 
bogs and streams in central Europe (e.g., Western Carpathians, Alps) and to freshwater wetlands in lowland coastal areas 
in northern Europe (Fennoscandia); it is a vicariant of the arctic (Holarctic) element S. sahlbergi Reuter, 1875 
(Hoberlandt 1977; Schuh et al. 1987; Péricart 1990; Lindskog 1991; Vinokurov 2010). 

The southernmost records of S. henschii were hitherto those from the Alps in Switzerland, Liechtenstein, and 
Austria (Lindskog 1995). The species has been included in several red lists (e.g., Štepanovičová & Bianchi 2001; Bartels 
et al. 2004; Kment & Vilímová 2006; Friess & Rabitsch 2015).

FIGURE 1. Salda henschii (Reuter, 1891), male from the Italian Maritime Alps: a) habitus; scale bar = 1 mm; b) pygophore, with 
parandria in posterior view, c) left paramere, and d) right paramere; scale bar 200 μm. Photos taken with Leica M205 C 
stereomicroscope.
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Material examined: ITALY: Piedmont: Valdieri (Cuneo), Pian del Valasco, peat bog, ab. 1775 m a.s.l., 44.196° N 
7.230° E (WGS84), 27.VII.2012, M. Norbiato legit, 1 ♂ macropterous (Fig. 1) (Entomological Collection of the Natural 
History Museum of the University of Florence - Zoological Section “La Specola”—MZUF; Florence, Italy); Valdieri 
(Cuneo), Gias della Casa, small pools in a peat bog near Torrente Gesso della Valletta (stream), ab. 1675 m a.s.l., 44.174 
N 7.267 E (WGS84), 28.VII.2015, F. Cianferoni legit, 5 ♂, 7 ♀ macropterous (Collection F. Cianferoni; Florence, Italy); 
idem, S. Rocchi legit, 1 ♀ macropterous (Collection F. Cianferoni; Florence, Italy).

Discussion: The discovery of Salda henschii in the Maritime Alps is remarkable and unexpected. The only congener 
occurring in the Western Alps is S. littoralis (Linnaeus, 1758), another boreo-montane element widespread on the Alpine 
arc; it is recorded both on the Italian and French sides of the Alps, but surprisingly never in the Maritime Alps (Péricart 
1990: “Italie: seulement dans l’arc alpin, mais non dans les Alpes Maritimes”; Faraci & Rizzotti Vlach 1992; Carapezza 
& Faraci 2007). In fact, S. littoralis was also not detected during our research in the Maritime Alps.

The new records of S. henschii extend the known range of the species approximately 250 km southwards, and they 
represent the first records for Italy. All these records come from sites located in overlapping protected areas: the natural 
park “Parco Naturale delle Alpi Marittime”, the Site of Community Importance (SCI), and the Special Protection Area 
(SPA) “Alpi Marittime” (IT1160056). Salda henschii has not been recorded from France, and should be searched for on 
the French side of the Maritime Alps, which is included in Mercantour National Park.
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